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Would having a financial plan help you feel
more secure? Should you use a financial
professional? What do different titles of
financial professionals mean? How are
financial professionals paid? And, what
should you look for in a financial
professional?

““Choosing a Financial Professional’ lesson
and educational materials are designed to
answer these types of questions, and help
consumers make informed decisions when
choosing a financial planner, investment
adviser, or other financial professional.

Educational materials from the Choosing a
Financial Professional series are available
free to download from the Consumer and
Family Economics website,
http://www.ace.uiuc.edu/cfe/cfp/index.html.

The educational materials include the
following documents:

e Consumer guide provides an overview of
choosing a financial professional,
including when you might want to work
with a financial professional, titles used
and what they mean, how financial
professionals are paid, what to look for
when choosing a financial professional,
and how to find one.

e Who is a fiduciary? explains what a
fiduciary is, and which professionals

have a fiduciary responsibility to their
clients.

e A guide to financial credentials describes
licenses, registrations, and credentials
held by financial professionals. It
provides detailed information about each
credential: requirements to obtain it; any
continuing education requirements; how
to verify that the person holds the
credential; and where to make a
complaint.

e Interview questions suggests a method
for interviewing and comparing
professionals to help consumers with the
selection process.

If you are interested in adapting these
materials for your organization or state, you
can register and pay a fee to receive editable
versions of these documents. By registering,
you agree to modify the documents only as
allowed. You may:

e Add the logo or other identifying
information for your organization, or
replace the University of Illinois logo
with your own.

e Change the layout or design of the
materials, including removing
illustrations.

e Adapt state-specific information, such as
the state agency to contact for
verification of registrations or licenses.

e Use a single document or section thereof
in your own publication (i.e., a
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newsletter) provided it maintains the
same meaning that it had in its original
form.

Your adapted version of these materials
must include:

e the names, titles, and affiliations of the
authors, and

e the University of Illinois copyright as it
appears on the original, appended with
the phrase, "Used with permission.”

Registration fees are $50 for non-profit and
government agencies, and $100 for
commercial entities. Only credit card
payments are accepted. To register, please

goto
https://webs.extension.uiuc.edu/registration/defa
ult.cfm?Reqistration|D=996.

Please note: If you wish to use the
documents in their original form with no
modifications, you may download a PDF
version of them from
http://www.ace.uiuc.edu/cfe/cfp/index.html .
No permission is required. However, we
would appreciate hearing about how you
plan to use the materials. Please drop us an
email to tell us about it at chank@uiuc.edu.
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